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Of the many effects of retardation in our public schools, probably none is more important than the elimination of pupils from school before the completion of the elementary course. All recent studies of retardation show that a large percentage of pupils fail to finish the elementary schools. In a vague way it has long been known that many children left school early, but recent efforts to measure the extent to which this occurs have fairly startled the public and in some instances at least have opened the eyes of schoolmen to the existence of evils in our school system of which they had never dreamed. Believing as he does that "the most reprehensible thing in educational administration is baseless conceit, and the most senseless policy is the hiding of distasteful facts,"1 Hon. A. S. Draper, Commissioner The number of pupils entering school is in many cases less than the number in the first grade, and even less than one-third of the number in grades 1, 2 and 3." He knows, in short, the existence of the retardation factor, but it is extremely dubious whether he realizes its full import. In view of the fact that the critical literature is almost entirely a product of the last year and a half, it is perhaps not to be wondered at that the full significance of the retardation factor should have escaped Dr. Thorndike's attention.
In view of recent discussion, I think we can say Avith perfect truth that the number of children entering school each year will never be as great as the number of children in the first grade, that in all cases will it be "less than one-third of the number in grades 1, 2 and 3," and that in almost every case it will be less than the number of children in either the second or the third grade. Speaking generally, while it must be admitted that the problem is one of infinite complexity, it would seem that in relation to elimination, grades and ages must be studied in closest possible relations. If children remain in school, almost without exception, until they are twelve years of age and with a loss of only about 10 per cent at thirteen years of age, it may indeed seem strange that so many leave school in the early grades. Dr. Thorndike is conscious of this anomaly and seeks to explain it.3 *Op. cit., p. 24.
The explanation is excellent as far as it goes, but in the opinion of the writer it does not go far enough, and age elimination should be studied with far greater care than it has heretofore received.* The surface indications from our study of the reports mentioned and the data gathered from them are that a study of age elimination in connection with the grades will yield results which differ not a little from those obtained by Dr. Thorndike. The relative position of different cities will probably be slightly modified, but the main result to be foreseen is that actual elimination, while still considerable, will undoubtedly prove less than Dr. Thorndike has stated.
In conclusion I should like to emphasize the fact that the importance of the discussion lies in the subject itself rather than in the details of its treatment.
If elimination is to be measured, it should be measured accurately. If 
